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In the last issue of New Left Notes 
we printed the resolution that was 
passed calling for the National Action 
in Chicago around the time of the 
Conspiracy trials \ (early October). 
The success of this action is absolutely 
crucial, and we have to look very 
carefully at what we mean by success, 

The Vietnamese are successfully 
resisting and defeating the U.S. 
imperialists, driving them to all kinds 
of phony moves, from a 25,000 troop 
withdrawal to the negotiation table in 
Paris. They have done this with little 
substantial support from the left in 
America. Only the liberation struggles 
of the black and brown people have 
seriously cut away at the militarypower 
of the U.S., forcing them to always 
leave some ready troops here, like at 
Fort Hood and Fort Bragg. For our part 
we have tended to stay away from 
large anti-war actions on the grounds 
that they were anti-war and not 
anti-imperialist. We did this at a time 
when we didn’t even have an 
anti - capitalist and internationalist 
understanding of what imperialism was. 
We came to Chicago att the last minute 
last summer, and did no work at all 
either turning people out for, or helping 
to lead with good politics, what turned 
out to be the most important political 


event of the last half of last year. 

We must move swiftly and effectively 
to rectify our mistakes. The Vietnamese 
and the black and brown struggles for 
liberation here need the support of a 
militant fighting anti-imperialist youth 
movement. 

The fall National Action is only a part 
of our program and strategy, but a 
crucial part. Since the passage of the 
RYM proposal at Ann Arbor last 
December, we have begun to expand 
the base of our organization into 
working class high schools, community 
colleges, neighborhoods, and shops. 
We have also come to see more clearly 
the leading role of proletarian 
organizations like the Black Panther 
Party, DRUM, the Young Lords 
Organization, the TWLF, the Young 
Patriots, and the Brown Berets. The 
war is opposed by a majority of 
Americans, and the vast majority of 
Americans are oppressed and exploited 
by imperialism. It's on the basis of this 
that we must build the action. 

The action is scheduled for the fall, 
after the new school semester begins 
around the country. It is early in the 
fall, which is good, because it means 
that within a week or two of the 
beginning of the fall semester we will 
be taking students off the campuses and 
back to Chicago around demands that 
are anti-imperialist, for liberation and 


self-determination, and that speak about 
the class nature of the society. This 
action will set the political tone for the 
campuses this fall. 

If this action is going to accomplish 
these goals, it must be much more than 
a student-oriented action. This action 
must be considered a part of all 
summer organizing that is going on. 
In the communities, on the streets and 
in the shops r we must constantly be 
raising the issues of imperialism and 
racism, and organizing people to come 
to the national action will be an 
important tool for all working-class 
organizers. 

In Chicago, where the action will have 
its maximum effect, we have already 
begun to implement this in practice. 
On Friday, July 4, we co-sponsored 
a rally with the Illinois Chapter of the 
Black Panther Party, the Young Lords 
Organization, and the Young Patriots. 
The main focus of the rally was the 
demand to Free All Political Prisoners, 
one of the main demands of the National 
Action. Organizers in Chicago had spent 
the week leafletting and talking to young 
working-class people from the North 
Side, talking to them about the Panthers, 
the Vietnamese, and Communism, and 
trying to get them to come to the rally. 
The rally itself was very chaotic, with 
a pig-organized attack on the Panthers 
by a North Side gang, but we spoke 
about the politics of the national action, 
and talked about our support for the 
Panthers and for liberation and 
self-determination. Many of the people 
we had met during the week came. 
We will be continuing this type of 
organizing through the summer. Talking 
to people, getting them to come to 
rallies, meetings, film showings, 
parties, building toward the National 
Action, which of course is not an end 
in itself, but only a stepping-stone to 
continue our organizing in the fall. 

Bill Ayers spent part of the last week 
in Boston. Boston is the region where 
Progressive Labor and the WSA is 
strong, and Bill spent most of his time 
working with the people there who 
support the expulsion of PL. There was 
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also time spent talking about the 
National Action, and we again 
encountered the old-fashioned, regional 
exceptionalist notions about how national 
actions don’t relate to the local people, 
about how they take people away from 
their on-going work, etc. We must be 
very thorough in our study of this 
argument, as in many cases over the 
years, it has been one of the main 
reasons for our failure to support the 
Vietnamese at these national actions. 
None can deny that the Pentagon, 
Oakland Stop the Draft Week, and 
Chicago contributed significantly to the 
building of a mass imperialist 
movement. With clear anti-imperialist 
politics, an action this fall will 
guarantee that no organizers can make 
any mistakes of not being out front with 
our support for the Vietnamese, our 
position on international revolution, and 
our position on black and brown 
liberation and the necessity of 
organizing white working people into a 
revolutionary movement that will not 
scab on the oppressed and colonized 
peoples of the world. 

Besides the national office staff 
we are putting together a staff for the 
national action. We are scheduling our 
time so that immediately after the 
United Front Against Fascism 
Conference in Oakland we will be 
working as much as possible toward 
building the action. We will also be 
putting out wall posters, pamphlets, 
bumper stickers, buttons, shotgun 
pamphlets, radio tapes, and maybe a 
newsreel film. As soon as materials 
are available we will begin to inform 
everyone through NLN. We should all 
begin to make a practice of always 
having something like the mass paper, 
copies of the Movement, leaflets, 
pamphlets, etc., with us to give to 
people we meet in our neighborhoods, 
where we work, at the beaches and 
parks. No one takes vacations this 
summer. Organize everywhere. 

It is of paramount importance that 
regional meetings be held all around the 

(continued on Page 4) 
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PROPOSED S.D.S. UNITY PRINCIPLES 



historical struggle of Black and Third World women against the triple yoke 
of capitalist white male oppression, the front line in the fight for the rights 
of all women, (The fight for the equality of all women must recognize the 
primacy of the struggle to end oppression of Black and Third World women 
and base the demands for equality upon the rejection of white skin privileges.) 


Though the Unity Principles were never passed by the Convention, 
the Convention mandated New Left Notes to print them complete with proposed 
amendments. 


UNITY PRINCIPLES OF THE RYM 


3o SUPPORT FOR ARMED STRUGGLE 


1. OPPOSE WHITE SUPREMACY. FULL SUPPORT TO THE NATIONAL 
LIBERATION STRUGGLES OF THE OPPRESSED PEOPLES AGAINST U.S. 
IMPERIALISM. FOR THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE 
BLACK AND CHICANO NATIONS, INDEPENDENCE FOR PUERTO RICO. 

The principal contradiction in the world today is that between U.S. 
imperialism and the nations it oppresses. The sharpest blows against U. S. 
imperialism are being dealt by the nationally oppressed peoples of Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and within the U.S. We recognize and si?>port the struggle of 
the Vietnamese people, under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh and the NLF, as 
the spearhead of all the anti-imperialist struggles in the world today, and 
support the just struggles of the Palestinian, Congolese, Columbian, and all 
Cither peoples fighting for national liberation. 

The central point in our program is the distinction between the U.S. 
oppressor nation and the nations it oppresses. As revolutionaries within the 
oppressor nation, we unhesitatingly assume our responsibility to carry the 
struggle against U. S. imperialism through to the end by linking our fight with 
the international struggles of the oppressed peoples by consistently opposing 
white supremacy (repudiating the white-skin privilege), and by giving concrete 
support to the struggles of the Black, Latin, and other oppressed peoples within 
the U. S. for democratic rights, including the demand for community control 
by Black and Third World communities, open admissions for Black and Third 
World students, an end to the special oppression of non-white women, equality 
in skilled jobs and the professions, and full equality in every sphere of life. 

Flowing from our opposition to white supremacy, we demand the right of 
self-determination for all oppressed nations, which means the right to establish 
an independent state. Within the U. S. we recognize this right with regard to 
the Black and Chicano nations, and call for the independence of Puerto Rico. 
Furthermore, we recognize the responsibility of the U.S. oppressor nation 
to make reparations in land and other forms to the Indians, Asian-Americans, 
Eskimos, Polynesians, and all other oppressed peoples in the U.S. 

As revolutionaries in the oppressor nation, we recognize our responsibility, 
in the name of proletarian internationalism, to support and learn from the 
proletarian forces within the national liberation movements of the oppressed 
peoples. 


Recognizing that U. S. imperialism is the most voracious beast that ever 
stalked the earth, that it is engaged in crimes of blood against humankind, 
and that it can only be destroyed by the people of the world picking up the sword 
and fighting it, we affirm the right and duty of all revolutionary peoples and 
classes to wage armed struggles for liberation, we commit ourselves to give 
concrete aid to these struggles wherever they arise, and we undertake to 
educate the U.S, people and prepare them and ourselves to wage a determined 
struggle with arms in hand to destroy U.S. imperialism in its lair. 


4. EXCLUDE ANTI-COMMUNISM 


Recognizing that anti-communism is a main weapon of the ruling class to 
weaken the ranks of the people, we absolutely reject it, exclude it from our 
movement, and defend the right of people to organize themselves into disciplined 
collectives, and defend the right of people to organize themselves to make the 
revolution based on Marxist-Leninist principles, and to advocate and fight for 
the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 


5. FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM 


Recognizing that only through socialism, the public ownership and control 
of the means of producing wealth, can the people be freed from misery, we 
declare ourselves a socialist movement, and undertake to conduct propaganda 
among the people to win them to the need to establish socialism. Further, since 
socialism can only come through the leading role of the proletariat, and since 
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"Bea t i h ’We're Recruiting Our Own Army 


2. OPPOSE MALE SUPREMACY. SUPPORT THE STRUGGLE FOR WOMEN'S 
LIBERATION. 


The proletariat cannot achieve complete freedom without achieving complete 
freedom for women. The struggle for women's liberation is a powerful force 
against U.S, imperialism. We are dedicated to fighting male supremacy, to 
destroying the physical and spiritual oppression of women by men, and to the 
achievement of full equality for women in every sphere of life. 

We will fight for the equality of women in job status, wages, and education, 
by launching campaigns to open up “male jobs," for equal pay for equal work, 
and for open admissions for women in technical schools and all educational 
institutions. 

We support the struggle of women for control over their bodies, and demand 
the removal of all legal and financial restrictions on abortion, and the provision 
of free birth control for those women who desire it. 

We struggle against the subjugation of women in the family, and demand the 
provision of day care centers, public and free laundries, food centers, and other 
facilities necessary to free women from their status as household drudges. 

We oppose male chauvinism, and will fight for the placing of women in leading 
positions in all people's organizations, and will take the specific measures to 
guarantee that women can serve in leadership. We encourage the formation'of 
"women's militias" to ensure the fulfillment of the program of total equality 
for women. 

We demand complete legal equality for women, and oppose existing marriage 
and divorce laws, prostitution laws, welfare laws, and all other legal 
re-inforcements of the subjugation of women. 

We affirm our solidarity with and draw inspiration from the courageous 




ENCEREMOS BRIGAD 


Applications for the VENCEREMOS BRIGADE are now available from the NO 
and from the National Executive Committee of the Venceremos Brigade. 
Everyone interested in applying should write now for an application to the NO 
or to the Brigade. No bulk mailings of applications will be sent out; regional 
offices and chapters will not get applications to hand out. The address of the 
Brigade is: BRIGADE, Post Office Box 643, Cathedral Station, New York, 
New York 10025. 


from the ARMY TIMES 


New Left Notes 


The Venceremos Brigade will be a group of Americans who will actively and 
materially support the Cuban Revolution by working in the 1970 zafra. In the 
next year the Cubans expect to harvest an unprecedented ten million tons of 
sugar, and representatives of the radical movement in this country—black and 
Third World people, white working class youth, students, dropouts, returned 
GIs—will join with the Cubans in cutting cane. Everyone should apply. People 
should not think that only someone else gets to go on trips. 


New Left Notes is published weekly (except June and July, when publication 
is bi-weekly) by Students for a Democratic Society, 1608 West Madison 
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60612 (312-666-3874). Second-class postage is 
paid at Chicago. Subscriptions are$5 included with the SDS membership, fee 
or cost $10 for non-members. Signed articles are the responsibility of 
writers; unsigned articles are the responsibility of the editor, Joe Tashiro. 
New Left Notes is affiliated with UPS and Liberation News Service. 


Since the principal activity of Brigade members will be hard physical labor,, 
people with health problems should not apply. People will live in dormitory 
tents in the fields. The Cubans do not have the resources to provide special 
facilities for couples, so the living quarters for all men and women will be 
separate. 


Mark Rudd, National Secretary; Jeff Jones, Inter-organizational Secretary; 
Bill Ayers, Education Secretary 


Applicants should understand that the Cuban style of life is very different from 
ours. Historically drugs have been used to oppress the Cuban people. Today 
the Revolutionary Government has very strict laws against the use of marijuana 
and drugs. Applicants must be prepared to respect these laws. 


National Office: 1608 West Madison, Chicago, Illinois 60612 (312-666-3874) 


Chicago, Illinois 60606 (312-641-0932) 


Chicago: 

Michigan: Post Office Box 625, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 (no telephone) 
New England: 34 Fairmont Ave., Cambridge, Massachusetts (617-354-5049) 
New Jersey: Box 376 - C, Newark, New Jersey 07101 (no telephone) 
New York City: 133 Prince, New York, New York 10012 (212-674-8310) 
Niagara: 308 Stewart Avenue, Ithaca, New York 14850 (607-273-0535) 
Northern Ohio: 1643 Belmar, Cleveland, Ohio 44118 (no telephone) 
Southern Ohio: 1706 i/2 Summit. Columbus, Ohio, <614-794-3975) 
Southern California: Box 85396, Los Angeles 90072 (no telephone) 
Washington DC: 1829 Corcoran NW, Washington DC 20009 (202-332-7183) 


The deadline for applications is September 20, 1969. Regional representatives 
will contact applicants some time after the Brigade receives an application. 
The Brigade will notify those chosen to join it, as well as alternates and all 
other applicants, of the final decision by October 31, 1969. Three hundred people 
will participate in the Brigade. They will stay in Cuba approximately two 
months. One hundred and fifty will leave for Cuba in November 1969, and 
one hundred and fifty in January 1970. 


[Everyone should apply. Apply as soon as possible, 
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Education Secretary’s Report 


THE BOSTON STRANGLER: 


A PAPER TIGER 



by Bill Ayers 


In Boston, the only place in the country where Progressive Labor Party had 
successfully maintained a stranglehold on the movement, the second stage of the 
struggle against PL began in earnest last week at a New England Regional Assembly,, 
What began at the Chicago convention was dealt with again locally, and the prospects 


for not stopping South Korean troops from helping the U. S. war efforto (How many 
U.S. troops has PL stopped?) This is another “principled* position which only 
a “Marxist-Leninist Party* that has its base at Harvard and Yale could have the 
arrogance to take. 

Third, PL claims to support the people of Vietnam at the same time that 
it condemns the people’s leadership, the NLF. Not only is this an incredibly stupid 
position—given the reality of the strong and able leadership that the NLF has 
provided—but it feeds anti-communism by correlating exactly with the State 
Department position that the people have the right to self-determination but are 
being tricked and led astray by communist leadership. 

And forth, people attacked PL’s position on women’s struggles. PL insists that 
male chauvinism is merely a bad idea that must be fought and will be defeated in 
the process of the revolution. There is no understanding of the real material 
oppression women face, and the fact that men have a privilege in relation to women. 
Because they fail to understand this, they fail to fully support women’s just 
struggles, and fail to confront men with the necessity of supporting women’s 
liberation and the abolition of male privilege. 

PL’s response to a sharp political attack on these issues was to argue primarily 
about the need for a mass, directionless organization, the “unconstitutionality* of 
the expulsion, civil liberties, and how manipulative the national leadership is. 
They soft-pedalled their politics and attempted to win people to an unprincipled 
unity within the “student* movement. Miles Rappaport of Harvard-Radcliffe SDS 
replied to their cry for “unity* : “It is arrogant for PL to ask for unity now, after 
it has actively ripped apart our movement all year.* (At the height of the Harvard 
struggle last year, PL said that not only would Harvard’s racism be “smashed," 
but non-WSA SDS people would be “smashed" as well.) 

PL was defensive and running scared. While they blurred all differences in 
content, they attempted to sharpen the differences in form. PL speakers began by 
telling in great detail the kind of “N.O. manipulation* that had gone on in Chicago. 
They tried to claim that they were reasonable and principled, and it was the 
“manipulators" and “disruptors* who were out to wreck the organization. When PL 
failed to pull people into a debate on form, they resorted to heckling speakers, 
especially C. Van Lydegraf, who is an ex-PL national committee member, and 
Dave Gilbert of the NY Regional Staff. As one PL person said after the meeting, 
“We let them do the same thing they did at Harvard." (i.e., talk politics) 

The struggle at the Boston Regional Assembly further confirmed the important 
reasons for e^elling PL: 

(1) The expulsion was not based alone on PL’s political theory and practice; 
the act was itself political. We had reached a point in SDS where any more attempts 
to educate people to the differences with PL would have been irreLi/ant and 
redundant—unless we took action. Like many other situations, action was the 
education we all needed. And, what it did was to force people to examine the 
seriousness of the differences with PL, and to move on them. 


for the future became clearer. Because Boston is PL’s headquarters, it is the only 
area where there is any illusion about PL’s strength nationally; because this 
illusion exists, we can see in sharp relief the kinds of problems people will face 
in less exaggerated forms elsewhere. 

Last week’s Regional Assembly marked one of the first times in Boston history 
that PL was taken on politically in an aggressive and coherent way. And, although 
PL and WSA brought more numbers to the conference, those who supported their 
expulsion from SDS went away feeling the real possibility of building SDS off of 
the split with a positive, revolutionary program. People for the first time measured 
success not by how many bodies they got out, but by how they moved politically. 

At the conference it was made clear in two early speeches that we live in a period 
when capitalism has developed into its highest stage—worldwide imperialism—and 
that because of this development the class struggle has become a worldwide struggle 
often manifesting itself in people’s wars. Because these wars, like the one in 
Vietnam, are leading the class struggle, a critical part of our revolutionary strategy 
must be active support for these liberation struggles. If we are to win people to a 
proletarian internationalist outlook, then we must fight to support these struggles 
at the same time that we challenge existing consciousness: national arrogance, 
male chauvinism, anti-communism, and racism. 

Criticisms and attacks on PL at the conference centered on four main areas: 

First, PL in practice reinforces national arrogance and racism. For instance, 
their position has been actively to oppose struggles for open admissions for blacks 
and browns on the grounds that it will give people the illusion of escaping from the 
working class. (“Us fancy Harvard kids don’t have any illusions.") At the same time, 
they have demanded preferential hiring for blacks and browns as non-academic 
employees in their program to “fight racism." In practice, this means that PL 
demands more blacks in the basement (where they already are, largely), but opposes 
more blacks in the classrooms (where they aren’t). This position reinforces, 
instead of smashes, racism. 

Second, PL has accused the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam of being 
“revisionist.* This position is based historically on the fact that the NLF uses Soviet 
guns to kill imperialist soldiers. Instead of making a demand that the revisionist 
Soviet Union give more aid to the heroic Vietnamese freedom fighters, national 
arrogance leads PL to condemn the front line fighters for using “unclean* 
weapons. In the same statement that attacks the NLF, PL condemns North Korea 


(2) These differences are not merely “contradictions among the people," or 
comradely differences among those in the movement. In fact, PL in theory and 
practice has taken a line that has objectively hurt the efforts of the most advanced 
anti-imperialist struggles. This line is not an occasional accident or wrong idea: 
it is a solidified, developed position that undercuts the people’s struggles. As such, 
it must be defeated. Any softening of that conclusion means that we can compromise 
with PL because they call themselves “communists," when we would never 
compromise with Democrats whose position objectively did the same thing. When 
the existence or non-existence of the movement is at stake, drastic action 
is required. 

(3) The national expulsion forced—and will continue to force—people to take 
PL on politically. In this case, it forced people to deal with PL or give 14 ) Boston. 
It was clear at the conference that the expulsion required a response; people were 
no longer able to maintain the same kind of defensive, conciliatory relationship that 
they had with PL before (although many began by wanting to). And, because of this, 
because people did take chi and defeat PL, they started to see the possibility of 
building SDS without the burden of continual internal struggles which were supposed 
to be “educational." People also saw that at times a little spine is as educational as 
a lot of brains. 

The expulsion of PL from the ranks of SDS at last month’s National Convention 
was one of the first primitive steps toward building SDS into a revolutionary mass 
movement. It was only the first attempt to take the initiative in the fight against 
reactionary tendencies in the movement, and only one further way of giving concrete 
support to the leading forces in our fight against U.S. imperialism. This beginning 
must be consolidated and built upon. The struggle that began at the Convention must 
be fought out and carried through at a number of local areas over the next few 
months. 

To win this struggle is of great significance to the movement. It is no longer a 
question of debates at NCs; it has become a question of whether we choose to be 
part of an international, anti-imperialist movement, or to become isolated in 
localized faction fights: whather we want SDS to become a coherent revolutionary 
youth movement, or a mushy, directionless debating society. 

At the conclusion of the Boston Regional Assembly, people felt more together 
and began to plan local and national programs. They want Boston to be part of the 
solution, instead of part of the problem. 


flash: p.l. invasion thwarted 


At Queens College, Berkeley, and many other places, in struggles against 
the ruling class, Progressive Labor has worked to defuse and constrict actions 
with their definite non-struggle views on tactics. They have come down against 
examining files and building barricades because they think that such actions 
would be construed as destruction of private property and hence would alienate 
people. 

In an unprecedented pig move 75 PL and WSA people attacked the New York 
SDS regional assembly at New York University’s Eisner-Lubin Auditorium 
Monday night. While 150 SDS people were meeting the group ran through the 
lobby ripping up furniture and charged the doorway leading to the Auditorium. 
In their attempt to gain access to the meeting they smashed a plate-glass wall 
with furniture parts and ash cans. 

The meeting continued inside in a disciplined fashion. A small security force 
kept the outsiders from entering and disrupting it. Fire hoses were used to 


keep them in the lobby. Several of our people were hurt, not only by flying glass 
but by direct blows and clubbings with chair and table legs. Five people were 
taken to a hospital emergency room. 

In practice PL has consistently cooled people from militant actions which 
threaten the ruling class. It is clear that this action was designed 1) to create 
a situation in which the cops would be called in and people would be busted, 
2) to make it impossible for the SDS chapter at NYU to gain access to University 
facilities in the future, and 3) to purposely injure people. Cops did come and 
clear the lobby; that no one was busted at that time was due to the discipline 
of the SDS people, in the meeting and on the security force. 

Now that SDS has acted against PL’s counter-revolutionary politics by kicking 
them out of the organization, we can expect them to become even more vicious 
and unprincipled. Attacking a meeting in this fashion is pig work. We should 
learn from the example of our brothers and sisters in New York and exercise 
discipline in these situations. Our politics will win the struggle. 
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NATIONAL ACTION 


(continued from Page 1) 

country and that national action 
committees be set up to begin to 
coordinate organizing. We must fight 
not to let PL and the WSA tie up these 
meetings to the extent that no work gets 
done at them. In some instances at local 
levels, these National Action 
Committees might form the nucleus of 
a study-group, karate class, collective. 

In every case, the NO should be notified 
so that one of the National Officers or 
someone from the National Action staff 
can come, give a report on how things 
have been developing nationally and in 
Chicago, and get new ideas and have 
discussions on the politics of the action. 

All final political decisions will be made 
at open meetings of the NIC which will 
be advertised in NLN. Every region 
must be prepared to send representation 
to these NIC meetings. 

Information and ideas we need right 
away have to do with tilings like the date 
for the action. We proposed September 
27 as the date for the main action at the 
last NIC meeting and it was approved, 
but now it seems that that is the first 
weekend for all schools on the quarter 
system. If this is true, then the date 
should be put off for a week. We must 
make a decision by the time of the 
United Front Against Fascism 
Conference, so call and write to the NO 
as to what date would be the best. 

We have held discussions with the 
Panthers in Chicago and at their 
National Headquarters in Berkeley, and 
with the Young Lords in Chicago. We 
will be contacting all proletarian 
revolutionary organizations, attempting 
to get them on the planning committees 
and in leadership of the action. We have 
informed members of the National 
Mobilization Committee that we are 
calling this action, and we have told 
them what the politics are. Many 
members of the MOB are anxious to 
support this action and understand its 
importance. 

We must break out of the narrow 
group of people we have been speaking 
to in the past. This means moving into 
working class neighborhoods as well as 
cutting down on the rhetoric and talking 
with people where we have been before. 

The vast majority of Americans oppose 
the war, and we must turn that passive 
opposition into active opposition. 

Summer projects have moved into 

UNITY PRINCIPLES 

(continued from Page 2) 

the proletariat can only play its leading role when it comes to see its struggles 
as an integral part of the world-wide struggles of the oppressed, we pledge 
ourselves to the forging of that internationalist understanding. 

“UNITY PRINCIPLES* 

amendment to Unity Principles submitted by ISC 

The defining element of our organization is a commitment to the international 
struggle for revolutionary democracy under all circumstances, and in particular 
for a revolution in which the working class itself exercises the power to 
overthrow the capitalist order and suppress the exploiters, to establish a system 
of planned production for the satisfaction of human needs, and to take every 
measure to ensure that the leadership of the revolutionary movement never 
substitutes itself for the direct role of the people. We believe in the necessity 
of advanced leadership to raise each struggle to the highest level of 
consciousness and militancy. But the true role of a vanguard is to inspire the 
masses to demand to rule. Only the masses themselves can remake history. 
Socialism is, above all, democracy—full and unequivocal democratic power 
for the producers of social wealth, including the power to develop, choose, and 
replace their own leadership. 

amendment to Unity Principles submitted by John Jacobs 

1. To omit phrase “for democratic rights" in Part 1, Paragraph 2, Line 7. 

2. To add this paragraph to Point 5, after existing paragraph. 

•Further, in addition to the principles of Self-Determination and Socialism, 
we must understand and relate to the basic character of the American 
Revolution; the Socialist Revolution is not simply a matter of the working class 
of the oppressor nation smashing the state and seizing control of the means of 
production in order to reorganize society only in its own interests. Imperialism 
means an internationalizing of class oppression; the socialist revolution must 
have the specific content of serving the needs and interests of the oppressed 
people of the whole world. This means that conscious full support for the 
international struggle against imperialism is the key element of socialist 
consciousness. To not uphold this as the basis for the American Revolution 
is necessarily to uphold white supremacist privilege and to separate oneself 
from the international revolutionary movement. 


working class neighborhoods and will 
begin organizing people around coming 
to Chicago for the fall action. 
Nevertheless a very large number of us 
are not engaged in summer projects. 
This does not mean there is nothing 
to do. Every SDS member should feel 
the responsibility for taking a bunch of 
leaflets, buttons, posters, etc. that will 
be turned out for the action and 
distributing them at movie theatres, 
swimming pools, work places, and 
wherever people congregate. 

Chicago is a focus for summer 
agitation. It is a focus for the issues 
we have fought all year. 

A large measure of responsibility 
for propaganda and education around the 
demonstration will rest with chapters, 
regions, and summer projects. We must 
not wait for all the materials to come 
out of the NO, but must begin to turn 
out propaganda now around the 
demonstration and the issue of the war, 
political repression, and the general 
occupation of the Third World, black, 
brown, and working class communities, 
and campuses across the country. 

One final piece of information has to 
do with what other national actions are 
being planned by other organizations. 
The SWP-YSA forces have been trying 
to get the MOB to call for a one-slogan, 
peaceful demonstration in Washington 
D„C. on November 15. This is a 
classical anti-communist move, putting 
up their demonstration as a peaceful 
alternative to the bloodthirsty SDS 
action in Chicago, that only confuses 
the people with all this talk about 
imperialism. Fight this anti-communist 
opportunism every chance you get. 
Secondly, a group of student body 
presidents, with sneaky, CIA-breath 
Allard Lowenstein somewhere in the 
middle, is planning to call for a national 
strike or moratorium on October 15. 
The plan is for a one day strike in 
October, and if that doesn’t stop the war 
there will be a two day strike in 
November, three days in December, 
continuing until there are no more days 
in the month, and we suppose, no more 
war. These student body leaders also 
see themselves as the basis for a 
non-violent, progressive alternative to 
SDS on the campuses. Enough said. 

BUILD THE NATIONAL ACTION. 
BRING THE WAR HOME. ALL POWER 
TO THE PEOPLE. 


ELDRIDGE CLEAVER TO 
ERICA HUGGINS 

by Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of Information, Black Panther Party 

I’d like to send a very special word to sister Erica Huggins, the wife of our 
slain, murdered Deputy Minister of Information, John Huggins, who was 
murdered along with our Deputy Minister of Defense, Brother Alprentice 
•Bunchy* Carter. He's Bunchy to me. 

Sister Erica is now incarcerated in Connecticut. The pigs have plotted with 
this bald-headed renegade, that boot-licking, black capitalist, cultural nationalist 
reactionary, Ron Karenga, and his stooges, to take the lives of these two dearly 
beloved hard working brothers. 

And now, the pigs have compounded this by taking this woman, this black 
woman, this sister, after inflicting this horrible pain upon her by murdering 
the father of her newborn child. Taking her away from her child and placing her 
behind bars on some trumped-up charges. 

I know Erica, and I know that she's a very strong sister. But I know that 
she is now being subjected to a form of torture that is horrible. I know that 
she is strong and that she will endure, and sister Erica, be strong, sister. 

We must not rest until this sister is liberated, and if she is not out at this 
moment, then she should be out just as rapidly as it is possible for us to get 
her out. And an example to all of us, let it be a lesson and an example to all of 
the sisters, particularly to all of the brothers, that we must understand that 
our women are suffering strongly and enthusiastically as we are participating 
in the struggle. And I'm aware that it has been a problem in all organizations 
in Babylon to structure our struggle in such a way that our sisters, our women 
are liberated and made equal in our struggle, and in regard to sister Erica, 
I know that the Minister of Defense, Huey P. Newton, has spoken out many times 
that the male chauvinism that is rampant in Babylon in general, and also is 
rampant in our own ranks. 

The incarceration and the suffering of sister Erica should be a stinging 
rebuke to all manifestations of male chauvinism within our ranks. That we must 
purge our ranks and our hearts, and our minds, and our understanding of any 
chauvinism, chauvinistic behavior or disrespectful behavior toward women. 
That we must too recognize that a woman can be just as revolutionary as a man 
and that she has equal stature, that, along with men, and that we cannot 
prejudice her in any manner, that we cannot relegate her to an inferior position. 
That we have to recognize our women as our equals and that revolutionary 
standards of principles demand that we go to great lengths to see to it that 
disciplinary action is taken on all levels against those who manifest male 
chauvinist', behavior. 

Because the liberation of women is one of the most important issues facing 
the world today, great efforts have been made in various parts of the world 
to do something about this; but I know from my own experience that the 
smouldering and the burning of the flame descend for liberation of women in 
Babylon is the issue that is going to explode, and if we're not careful it's going 
to destroy our ranks, destroy our organization, because women want to be 
liberated just as all oppressed people want to be liberated. 

So if we want to go around and call ourselves a vanguard organization, then 
we've got to be the vanguard in all our behavior, and to be the vanguard also 
in the area of women's liberation and set an example in that area, and all of us 
to start being respectful and not condescending and patronizing, but to really 
understand and look upon this question, recognize, that women are our other 
half, they're not our weaker half, they're not our stronger half, but they are 
our other half and that we sell ourselves out, we sell our children out, and we 
sell our women out when we treat them in any other manner. 

We have to be very careful about that, and sister Erica Huggins is a shining 
example of a revolutionary woman who's been meted out the same kind of 
injustice from the pig power structure that a revolutionary man receives. 
So they didn't put her in a powder puffed cell. They did not make life easy for 
her. But the pigs recognized a revolutionary woman to be just as much a threat 
as a revolutionary man. 

And so we recognize that we also have a duty to stop inflicting injustices of 
misuse of women. We have to be very careful about that, and we all know the 
problem. But I'm saying that it's mandatory, the Minister of Defense Huey P. 
Newton has said that it is mandatory that all manifestations of male chauvinism 
be excluded from our ranks and that sisters have a duty and the right to do 
whatever they want to do in order to see to it that they are not relegated to 
an inferior position, and that they're not treated as though they are not equal 
members of the Party and equal in all regards. And that they're not subjected 
to male practices. 

And sister Erica Huggins is a good example of a revolutionary woman, who 
has sacrificed everything, including her husband. So sister Erica — Right On. 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE,, 

MASS PAPER 


By the end of July SDS will be producing a mass distribution newspaper to aid 
local organizers in their mass propaganda work. The new paper, which will be 
published monthly, will help organizers in bringing SDS politics and actions to 
people who have not had access to our politics in the past. The paper will include 
articles on the Black Panthers and UFAF, violence and self-defense, tracking in 
the schools; on the NLF and the new Provisional Revolutionary Government; and 
on topics relevant to young people in general, such as open admissions, pigs and 
courts, the revolt in the army, music, films, unemployment, etc. Over the next few 
months the paper will function as a primary agitational tool for building the 
September national action in Chicago, and will include articles on the politics of 
and demands of the action. 

The existence of the new paper will not only enable us to begin the mass 
propaganda work we have failed to do in the past, but will also allow New Left Notes, 
as an internal organ, to be considerably tightened up in terms of content and 
function. At the NIC following the Convention there was much discussion about NLN 
and about the new mass paper. By covering news and taking our politics to the people 
in the mass paper, it will be possible for NLN to concentrate on its important 
informational, theoretical, and organizational functions. We currently plan to change 
the publishing schedule for NLN so that it will be published three times a month, 
while the mass paper will come out every fourth week. 

The first issue of the mass paper will be out by the end of this month. Organizing 
collectives should discuss the paper and its use, and should send in ideas and 
articles. WE NEED TO PUT TOGETHER A DISTRIBUTION NETWORK 
IMMEDIATELY: all organizers should contact us at once with their name, address, 
phone, project, and an idea of how the paper can be most useful in their work, as 
well as how many copies they'll be able to distribute during the first month. 
Information on the cost of producing the paper, and hence on the bulk cost to projects 
and selling price, is not yet available, but we send it to those people who write us 
about distribution. Please send all mail regarding the mass paper to Marty Keriner 
at the national office. 
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by Mike Klonsky, Noel Ignatin, Marilyn Katz, Sue Eanet, 
and Les Coleman, all from Chicago SDS 


We are offering these theses as background for the 
Revolutionary Youth Movement n resolution for two 
reasons. First, it is necessary that we all begin to 
discuss and clarify the fundamental principles of the 
whole anti-imperialist struggle. And it is necessary 
that we try and specify what principles are operative 
in the strategies and programs we see presented for 
the youth movement. These theses, for example, seem 
to the writers of the resolution to be the principles 
on which it is based. That is the first reason: principles 
out front. The second reason for presenting them, as 
background, is that we didn’t feel this convention should 
pass such a perspective without having discussed it 
beforehand in the organization as a whole. Uneven 
education is the real basis of undemocratic organization 
and it would be nothing but opportunism to try and push 
through a perspective that has not been adequately 
discussed in the organization. 

MAIN PRINCIPLES OF THE 
ANTI-IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE 

1. Present-day U.S. capitalism, like capitalism in 
general, is based on the exploitation of labor, that is, 
the appropriation by the capitalist of the total product 
of labor, including that surplus beyond what is necessary 
to replace the money he has laid out for wages (the 
purchase of labor power). 

2. The U.S. is in the imperialist stage of capitalism, 
the highest and last stage. The replacement of free 
competition by monopoly, the central feature of 
imperialism, has long been a fact of life in the U.S. 
In addition, the other distinguishing features of 
imperialism—the merger of bank and industrial capital 
to form an oligarchy of finance capital, the rise in the 
export of capital as distinguished from the export of 
commodities, the formation of international combines 
which parcel out the world among themselves, and the 
completion of the territorial division among the great 
imperialist powers (under the new conditions of the 
existence of genuine socialist countries led by 
Marxist-Leninist parties, fighting National Liberation 
movements, and the emergence of revisionism in the 
Soviet Union.) 

3. The development of U. S. capitalism to its highest 
stages has meant a change in the structure of the 
economy of the U.S., in which we note several features: 
(a) the increase in the number of capitalists and their 
hangers-on who depend for their income on the plunder 
of the colonial and dependent countries; (b) the decrease 
in the numbers of small capitalists together with the 
creation of the new middle sectors based on monopoly 
and the superstructure, for example, tranchise-holders 
and jobbers and various employees of the state whose 
main function is to serve and protect the empire; 
(c) the increase in the numbers of the proletariat 
together with the relative growth within it of those 
whose sectors engaged in non-productive labor; (d) the 
creation, on the basis of super-profits from the colonial 
and semi-colonial world, of an aristocracy of labor and 
upon it a labor bureaucracy, which forms the basis of 
opportunism (collaboration with capital disguised as 
labor policy) within the working class movement; and 
(e) the driving down of the position of the masses of 
workers in relation to the bourgeoisie. 

4. The present ruling class in the U.S. is the 
bourgeoisie, and the state is a dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie. Within the bourgeois class, the monopoly 
strata have emerged as the dominant and controlling 
voice. Taking advantage of their strength, they have 
increased the direct involvement of the state in the 
accumulation of capital, giving rise to state-monopolv 
capitalism. 

5. In the U.S. as a whole there are only two classes 
capable of exercising state power: the bourgeoisie, 
headed Yy the big monopolies; and the proletariat, 
headed by the workers in manufacturing, extractive 
industries, construction, transportation, communications, 
and agriculture. This is so because only these two 
classes have a direct relation to the means of creating 
wealth which enables them, as a class-conscious force, 
to create society in their image. This is not to say 
that middle sectors do not play an important social 
and political role, but always as representing the 
interests of one or the other class on each side of them. 
Hence, the strategic goal of the U.S. proletariat can 
only be to destroy the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie 
and replace it by the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
as the precondition for building socialism. 

6. No ruling class in history has ever retired 
peacefully from the scene. Furthermore, no revolution 
has ever succeeded without the existence, for a long 
or short period, of some form of dual power, whether 
that be territorial, as in the case of the liberated zones 
of China and Cuba, or right under the nose of the 
existing power, as in the case of the Russian Soviets. 
In the U. S. the victory of the proletariat will not take 


place without a violent civil war and the existence of 
some form of dual power. 

7. Because of the increasing difficulty of U.S. 
imperialism in imposing its policies on the people of 
the world, the already eroded democratic form of the 
bourgeois dictatorship is presently being formed into 
the fascist dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. The drive 
toward fascism stems from the most imperialist, 
reactionary, and powerful sectors of finance capital, 
and the leading role in the fascist drive is beirig played 
by the official organs of the bourgeois state. 

8. The expansion of U.S. imperialism into areas of 
the world where capitalism developed later than in the 
west has brought indescribable miseries to the peoples 
of those areas, who have been transformed into subject, 
dependent nations. Within the juridical borders of the 
U. S. we have seen the formation in the deep south of the 
Afro-American nation, and the conquest and direct 
colonial rule of Puerto Rico. 

9. Workers of the world are brothers. At the present 
time, the principal contradiction in the world is that 
between U.S. imperialism and the oppressed nations. 
It is the struggle of the oppressed nations and peoples, 
including the non-white peoples in the U.S., who are 
dealing the heaviest blows to U.S, imperialism. There 
is no doubt that all of the oppressed peoples will master 
the concepts of building a national alliance against U. S. 
imperialism, will learn to wage people’s war, and will 
win their national liberation. 

10. In the epoch of imperialism, recognition of the 

distinction between oppressor and oppressed nations 
is the central feature in a revolutionary program. 
The ability of the working class of the U.S. to carry 
the struggle against U.S. imperialism through to the 
end and win its own freedom depends on its recognition 
that the U.S. is one thing and the nations oppressed 
by it, including the Afro-American nation, are another, 
and its ability to link up its struggles with those of the 
oppressed peoples. In order to establish these links, 
white U. S. workers must adopt as their own the slogan 
of the right to self-determination for the nations 
oppressed by U.S. imperialism, which means the right 
to secession and the formation of an independent 
national state. It must be underlined that the slogan 
of the right of secession for the oppressed nations 
is. a slogan directed at the working class of the 
oppressor nation mother country,, and does not in any 
way suggest to the oppressed nations whether or not 
they should exercise that right, nor does the slogan 
carry with it any directions for the strategy of the 
oppressed nations. Winning the masses of white workers 
to the right of self-determination for the Afro-American 
nation in the deep South and all oppressed nations 
requires a consistent struggle to repudiate the 

white-skin privilege which has served as the chief 
rationale for white chauvinism, and a consistent struggle 
for the democratic rights of the Afro-American people, 
including support for such demands as community 
control. 

11. Because the dominance of the big monopolies has 

brought them into conflict with other strata of society 
besides the proletariat, it becomes possible for the 
proletariat to rally around itself masses of 

non-proletarians in a united front against the 

imperialists. Such a united front, which depends for its 
achievement on the independent, class-conscious actions 
of the proletariat, winning over or neutralizing large 
numbers in the middle sectors and isolating the most 
reactionary, dangerous, and powerful elements of 
finance capital. The key principles of the united front 
against U.S. imperialism, for which all revolutionaries 
must fight, are four: (a) the leading role of the 

proletariat within the united front; (b) the willingness 
to unite all who can be united against the monopolies: 
(c) the central role of the fight against white supremacy 
in the building of a united front; and (d) the fight against 
anti-communism. It must be emphasized that the united 


front against imperialism can only be a tactical 
orientation of the proletariat, not a strategy, since 
strategy means a plan for the basic realignment of 
class f orces, which in the U.S. as a whole can only mean 
the undivided power of the proletariat, acting in the 
interests of the overwhelming masses of the world’s 
people. 

12. In order for the U.S. proletariat to play its 
historic role, it must be led by a party of 
revolutionaries, organized on the basis of democratic 
centralism, guided by the science of the proletariat, 
the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Mao. 
The party must be able to apply these teachings to the 
specific conditions of the U.S., in order to import class 
consciousness into the spontaneous struggles of the 
proletariat. 

13. The struggle to impart class consciousness to 
the proletariat necessarily involves a struggle against 
all forms of opportunism (bourgeois ideology within 
the working class movement) and especially in specific 
sub-category, revisionism (bourgeois ideology withinthe 
socialist movement). It is impossible to wage a struggle 
against opportunism without recognizing its connection 
with imperialism through the creation of an aristocracy 
of labor which receives bribes from the plunder of the 
colonial and dependent nations. 

Revolutionary Youth Movement - II 

Six months have passed since we came together 
around the idea of transforming SDS into a revolutionary 
youth movement. The practice which has taken place 
within our movement has now made it possible to 
reevaluate the RYM and reestablish the principles of 
unity for our movement. The tremendous growth of SDS, 
the repression that has come down on the whole 
movement and the heightening contradictions throughout 
the whole society have made our job much more serious. 
There are problems both of general strategic direction 
and of particular practice that we must try to answer, 
and which the mass of our membership must be able 
to answer if we are to succeed. The purpose of this 
paper is to lay out the principles of unity for the RYM, 
and raise clearly the strategic principles of the whole 
anti-imperialist movement in which the RYM must 
develop. This paper also lays out some ideas for a 
programmatic approach to raising the level of struggle 
In this coming period following from our principles of 
struggle. 

How is it possible that there can be a Revolutionary 
Youth Movement such as is coming into existence today? 

All societies, at all times, face the contradiction 
between the new and the old, between what is growing 
and what is dying out. The youth movement in America 
is, in the first place, an expression of this contradiction. 
The young tend to be the most open, innovative, and 
self-sacrificing. They are invariably the first to rebel. 
Mao says that while the future belongs to all of us, 
in the last analysis it belongs to youth. 

Our society is dying out. Not only here but on a world 
scale, in a historic sense. Imperialism, the monopoly 
phase of capitalism, is nearing its closing hours. Our 
epoch is the epoch of the final collapse of imperialism 
and the final worldwide victory of socialism. 
Imperialism, fully moribund, manifests its decay 
everywhere. It pollutes all that is fresh, alive, vital, 
and growing. The young in general, but particularly 
among the oppressed classes and strata, are among 
the hardest hit by decaying imperialism. Hardest hit 
and most willing to fight back—that is the youth 
movement. 

The ruling class would like to portray youthful 
rebellion as simply a generational or biological 

(continued on Page 8) 







TOWARD A REVOLUTIONARY WOMEN’S 



by Cathy Wilkerson 

The inability of the Weatherman proposal to include 
an organic analysis of male supremacy stems from 
weaknesses in the basic analysis. Nowhere does the 
paper confront head on how we specifically determine 
who in the mother country (although it deals with the 
colonies) are our friends and enemies, or how we might 
affect which side they come down on. The section on 
class analysis says there is an upper and lower strata 
of the working class and a middle strata, none of whom 
own or control any of the means of production, and who 
are differentiated on the basis of differing amounts of 
“privileges (i.e. benefits)* which they acquire partly as 
a result of the imperialist pillage of the colonies labor 
and natural resources. This gives us some beginning 
way of judging the material basis for the existence of 
“racism and loyalty to the system.* But it certainly 
does not help us solve the immediate task of determining 
the cutting-edge element of consciousness which will 
determine which loyalty in fact will develop and prevail 
in sectors of working class youth, and how we can 
specifically affect that development. 

If the primary manifestation of the contradiction of 
Imperialism in the colonies is the struggle for 
self-determination, what is it in the mother country? 
That contradiction is reflected most acutely in the 
declining real state of the white proletariat and the 
relatively improving condition of the mother country 
proletariat in relation to the rapidly declining status 
of colonized people. This tension is manifested in the 
emerging tendencies of working people to ally more or 
less overtly either with the ruling class or with Third 
World struggles. 

One aspect of the contradiction leads people in 
reactionary directions: that which sees the status of 
whites improving relative to the status of colonized 
people. Whites become more aware of their differential 
benefits (in Watts not only have real wages fallen since 
1947, but absolute wages as well) at the same time as 
they realize that these benefits are less and less secure. 
The spectre of blacks as the enemy and cause of the 
insecurity—the ruling class explanation of the problem 
—seems persuasive. Black entrance into a neighborhood 
lowers real estate values; black demands for 
preferential hiring threaten currently white jobs. 
Particularly older working people have had the noose of 
mortgages and time payments drawn tight around their 
necks (the average American pays 17% of his monthly 
income on interest on loans!), and are especially likely 
to ally with the ruling class in order to maintain their 
relative privilege. They understand the precariousness 
of their situation and believe that anything which tends 
to equalize their position with blacks (at their own 
expense) will be the extra strain which springs the 
trap door under them and completely destroys them. 
These working people are caught in a trap, and not 
seeing any way to eliminate the whole trap, they are 
led to seek ways to stay alive within that trap by playing 
the Man’s game and maintaining the Man’s ideology. 

The other aspect of this contradiction is the absolute 
decline in the status and material condition of the 
mother country proletariat as the crisis of imperialism 
becomes more acute and the strain is placed on the 
working class. Social services are less and less able 
to provide for the minimum needs of the people. Schools 
are more crowded, less responsive to the communities’ 
needs, and more overt in their functions of discipline, 
channeling, and in general beating the life out of kids, 
and so on with courts, pigs, health care, transportation, 
welfare, etc. 

Secondly, unemployment, job insecurity, and bad 
working conditions all increase—as well as real wages 
decline—as the crisis of imperialism deepens. The 
similarity between some of the problems fated by both 
whites and colonized people becomes more evident, 
although these problems usually affect colonized people 
much more acutely. The identity of whites as part of 
the international proletariat, exploited and oppressed by 
imperialism despite their privileges, becomes a 
meaningful description of reality. 

These contradicting phenomena lead to contradictory 
kinds of consciousness. The cutting-edge element of 


this consciousness is allegiance: allegiance to the ruling 
class and imperialist ideology or allegiance with the 
oppressed and colonized people of the world and the 
struggles for self-determination. The bulk of colonized 
people can be won over to a struggle against imperialism 
and for self-determination precisely because the option 
of allying with imperialism is not even open to them, 
because the notion of real allegiance to that ruling class 
ultimately boils down to the possibility of receiving 
armed protection from that ruling class, as well as 
material benefits. 

There are two aspects to this lack of access to armed 
protection: First, as in Vietnam, Cuba, etc., the 
imperialist power has physically been unable to protect 
individuals whose small material benefits led them to 
at first ally with the oppressors. Saigon-appointed 
village chiefs were among the first casualties when 
the war came to a particular village. Not only were the 
Americans unable to provide adequate protection, they 
could just as well “off* the chief themselves if he was 
a political detriment. This second aspect comes from 
the racist ideology of the imperialists, where Americans 
“protect* their colonized allies only in the sense that 
they protect war machinery. 

In fact, white workers of the mother country are the 
only proletariat who have access to armed protection 
from the ruling class of imperialism. We can point to 
the growing phenomena of white working class groups 
which are formed and armed for the specific purpose 
of attacking or retaliating against bl-ck groups. From 
Imperiali’s army in Newark, to the KKK, these groiqps 
will becoriie an increasingly critical force, and will 
receive greater and greater armed protection from the 
ruling class as well as official sanction. 

The importance of the concept of privilege comes 
from the role which privilege plays as the tension within 
the mother country proletariat increases. The situation 
of the mother country proletariat differs from that of 
colonized people in +\at those working people who have 
some material benefits, and who are therefore caught 
in a tightening trap, have the option of actively allying 
with and receiving protection from the ruling class in 
their battle to maintain their status. At the same time, 
those whites who are most conscious of their real 
declining status, and therefore choose to ally with others 
who are exploited by imperialism, will be conscious 
that they are not just fighting against their particular 
oppression, but also for a completely reorganized 
internationalist society with revolutionary values and 
goals. 

Young people can be most easily won to a 
revolutionary perspective precisely because they are 
most affected by the progressive aspects of 
contradictions. We can say to working class youth who 
have few material benefits that the privilege of access 
to protection by the ruling class that is held out to them 
is a shuck because that same ruling class will 
nonetheless increasingly exploit and oppress them. 
We can point to the schools, courts, pigs, jobs 
to concretize that. We can build struggles which focus 
on these forms of- oppression and exploitation, and the 
specific aspects of these forms of oppression which try 
to win allegiance to the oppressor. 

A close look at the condition of women will help 
clarify these things because women are affected by 
these contradictions not in a different way from or 
additional way than men, but in a sharper more extreme 
way than men. 

Where the noose is getting tighter it is especially 
tight around the necks of women. Most women identify 
primarily with the home and the family. In their roles 
as provider, wife, and mother they are pushed by even 
more forces than men to ally with the oppressors. 
They feel more immediately the need to maintain 
stability so as to keep stomachs full, children clothed; 
they feel the threat to the stability of their position even 
more acutely. Secondly, having been taught to feel 
passive and defenseless especially in physical ways, 
they are more threatened by the spectre of black 
struggles as defined by the mass media, the ruling 
class through the PTA, women’s magazines, etc. 

On the other hand, it is women’s jobs that are 


disappearing fastest. Textile mills, for instance, were 
originally concentrated in New England, exploiting the 
labor of European immigrant women. Then as working 
people in New England gained minimum protection from 
slavish working conditions, the mills moved to the South 
where women were in plentiful supply as unorganized, 
unprotected cheap labor. Now these mills are being 
moved to colonies to use the labor of colonized women. 
The move of small parts assembly plants to Third World 
nations is another example. As unemployment, job 
instability, and working conditions worsen, they 
deteriorate fastest for women. 

Also, women’s family roles as wives and mothers 
force them to rely much more than men on social 
services, such as schools, hospitals, transportation, 
welfare etc. As these public services are less and less 
able to meet the material needs of the people, women 
are most affected. They are the most conscious of the 
real increase in their oppression. As the family is 
defined more and more on bourgeois values, and serves 
more and more a pig function in relation to kids, young 
girls are the hardest hit. 

In these ways, the forces which push working class 
people toward allegiance with the ruling class are less 
strong on young women than on men, and yet those 
forces which point out the necessity of allying with 
Third World struggles are clearer and more compelling. 

It must therefore be clear the “women’s issues* 
cannot be considered or dealt with separately from an 
understanding and strategy of the way the major 
contradictions affect the whole proletariat of the mother 
country. Attacks on male supremacy must be a major 
focus of all our work. When we talk to young working 
people in the shops, in the schools, or on the streets 
it is one of the first notions we raise, and we begin 
very quickly to stress the importance of changing the 
practice of male supremacy into more communist forms 
of relationships. Because male supremacy is one of the 
major ways, along with racism, that the ruling class 
wins allegiance, we must break down the practice 
in order to destroy the material basis for that 
allegiance. 

Further, male supremacy as an ideology is one of the 
most important ways that the Man defines individuals 
and societies in such a way that it makes it difficult 
to understand how socialism and communism could 
work, let alone how the forces of people struggling to 
win these ends could ever be successful. It demoralized 
the people, and is a critical force in promoting 
bourgeois individualism through false separation of men 
from women, preventing collective practice. All of this 
discourages the people from allying with the struggles 
of the international proletariat and encourages them to 
be cynical and thus to ally with the ruling class to try to 
maintain as much stability and access as possible. 

Within the movement it is crucial that men and women 
both begin to fight against the vestiges of bourgeois 
ideology within themselves, to break down existing 
forms of social relationships. Only by developing forms 
in which we can express love in non-exploitative and 
non-competitive ways will men and women develop their 
full human and revolutionary potential for struggle. 

Men who claim to be fighting imperialism in any form 
must fight against their own supremacist practices and 
notions. Not to do so undercuts their own legitimacy as 
revolutionaries. We have just expelled PL and WSA 
from our organization because we could not tolerate 
within our organization people who in practice worked 
against that struggle to which we are trying to win 
people. In regional and local struggles we must begin 
to take the same attitude toward those who comply with 
male supremacy. 


PROGRAM 

This basic analysis of the function and manifestations 
of male supremacy leads us in certain strategic 
directions. First we must concentrate much more 
heavily on winning more women to the fight against 
imperialism. Second, we must initiate an attack on male 
supremacy as an essential part of our attack on those 
forces which push mother country working people to 


ally with the ruling class. 

We have failed badly in the first task in the last year 
because of our mistaken notion that there were somehow 
analogous or equivalent “issues* around which to 
organize women to those laid out in the entirely male 
oriented RYM paper. We now understand that we cannot 
organize separately around “women’s issues*—unless 
it is a tactic (e.g. equal wages for black and brown 
women) within a larger strategy for liberation. Men 
and especially women must focus the work on winning 
women to all of our struggles. By explaining the material 
basis of male supremacy and the way the ideology is 
used to promote allegiance to the ruling class, women 
will be able to understand more clearly the nature and 
cause of their oppression, and will be won to fighting. 
We must go into training schools for women, e.g. 
nursing, beauty, and secretarial. In the schools we must 
focus on the especially high rate of drop-outs among 
women. We can expose the way young women are 
tracked into the most oppressive jobs, trained to 
function as a reserve labor force, prepared for 
exploitative family roles. We will attack the ideology 
of consumerism as the false front of the unreal myth 
of upward mobility. 

As we win more and more women into the fight against 
imperialism through an understanding of their real 
position in society, we must form women’s caucuses 
within each struggle. We must see these caucuses as 
fighting groups to push the theoretical understanding 
of male supremacy. They can also devise ways for 
ensuring individual and collective improvements in 
practice among the progressive forces. 

Clearly these two fronts of struggle must be waged 
simultaneously. In high schools, for instance, we must 
organize girls to fight along with men against the 
tracking system in general, as well as the way it affects 
girls in particular. Girls will also struggle against 
pigs, and against the war. At the same time we can form 
women’s militias of high school girls which directly 
attack male supremacy and the broader set of bourgeois 
values upon which it rests. We have seen that one of 
the greatest oppressions of young working class women 
is the restriction and surveillance of parents. “The 
family* is constantly trying to define their identity as 
submissive, mate-able, and skilled in the family tasks. 
Most girls have repressive restrictions on how late 
they can stay out, and must report where they are at 
all times. Further, if the parents disapprove of the guy 
they are going out with they will impose even more 
restrictions and harass the girl continually at home. 
Militias can band girls together to fight collectively 
for collective freedom; they can, for example, confront 
the parents of each girl from the basis of power. These 
militias can also serve an educational and agitational 
role in the community as a whole. These girls could 
easily relate to friends who were working in plants or 
service industries and bring these young women into 
the struggle against imperialism. 

Thus, women are not in particular demanding equality 
with men under the current conditions, but are 
demanding a whole new set of values—socialist values 
—by which people relate to each other in all forms of 
individual and collective relationships. It is true that 
while we fight these battles for socialist practices, 
we can’t be clear as to the exact content of the demand. 
These struggles must be seen as the beginning of a 
long, protracted struggle for socialism, and we will 
only gradually be able to perceive the positive content 
of the demands. 

But, it is also clear that there are real dangers and 
problems with struggles which focus only on the 
principle of equality within the mother country. White 
women workers who voted for Wallace could easily wage 
a national chauvinist struggle for equal wages with men, 
without understanding the relationship between their 
oppression and the oppression of Third World people, 
and therefore without understanding the relationship 
between their struggle and the struggles for national 
self-determination. Further, unless women are brought 
into a movement that is in practice fighting male 
supremacy, they will be prevented by their oppressive 
obligations from playing a large or important role in 
struggles. 


MILITIA 










8 July 8, 1969 New Left Notes 



more RYM II 

(continued from Page 5) 

phenomenon. In fact, it stems from the particularities 
of American imperialist development,. The youth 
movement has developed in proportion to the 
increasingly pronounced decay of this system. The 
fifties witnessed the temporary “stabilization* of U.S. 
rule. The American century lasted about 10 years. 
From a relatively isolated imperialist power. World 
War II has enabled the U.S. monopolists to dominate 
most of the world. But by 1960 the consequences of 
that insane scheme were becoming apparent. The short 
lived empire began to crumble. Young people were 
victimized on every hand. 

The draft forced the military burden of fighting and 
dying in an unjust war on to the young. The increasing 
exclusiveness and discrimination within Trade Unions 
affected young workers, particularly black and brown 
workers. Automation contributed to the general 
capitalist trend toward greater unemployment which 
affected job seekers with little experience severely. 
The decay of bourgeois ideology made the schools into 
jails—either of force or boredom—which taught through 
repetition and answered through irrelevance. The decay 
of bourgeois cultute, inevitable in a climate of 
imperialist war and injustice, precipitated a cultural 
rebellion among those who were only just establishing 
their life style. The domestic militarization, particularly 
of the schools, made rebellion against all forms of 
bourgeous authoritarianism, from the principal on down, 
a matter of pride to the most advanced among the youth. 
The upsurge of national liberation struggles at home 
and abroad provided heroic examples of other 
possibilities. Cuba, Vietnam, and African struggles 
as well as the revolutionary spirit of the Chinese 
provided inspiration and models. Finally, the sharpness 
of the contrast with those who came to adulthood in the 
fifties and whose outlook reflected that earlier phase— 
all this contributed to making the youth movement 
central to the U.S. revolutionary movement. 

It is in so far as SDS has spoken to this condition 
of youth that our organization has grown and been able 
to play its part in the struggle to defeat U.S. 
Imperialism and build world socialism. 

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT IS NOT A STAGE, OR A 
TEMPORARY REBELLION. IT WILL FIGHT THROUGH 
TO THE END. 

We must define our main task. We must develop a 
youth movement which can attack the main enemy of 
all oppressed people, U.S. imperialism, and seed an 
anti-imperialist movement among the masses of people, 
especially among the proletariat, without whom 
imperialism cannot be defeated. Out of this movement, 
revolutionary cadre must develop which will aid the 
development of a vanguard party necessary to lead the 
struggle for socialism. 

The youth movement today—composed of black, 
brown, and white youth from different class backgrounds 
—is not something that has the task only of “lighting 
the match* and then flickering out. This youth movement 
must build and last if the struggle is to be successful. 
Youth must be in the front ranks of all phases of the 
struggle, just as now they are in the leading role in 
raising the fight against the main enemy—U.S. 
imperialism—throughout the whole society. 

While imperialism oppresses all young people, the 
contradictions arise in a class and colonial way. They 
hit hardest on working class youth and especially black 
and brown youth. The basis for unity within the youth 
movement must be a fight in the interest of the most 
oppressed sectors of the people. This must especially 
be the basis of unity for SDS. The raising of class 
conscious struggles is the only basis there is for linking 
up with working class youth who must make up the 
backbone of any effective youth movement. It is on this 
basis that we can reach out to young people in working 


class high schools, in the army, on the streets, and 
on the joo. 

WHAT ARE THE MAIN FORCES OF OUR STRUGGLE, 
WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL CONTRADICTIONS? 

The plan of the RYM, for SDS as a fighting force against 
imperialism, attacking the schools and other imperialist 
institutions, raising the demand that these institutions 
serve the people, fighting white supremacy and 
expanding to include more and more working class youth 
is well under way. But now, at a crucial phase, we are 
being faced with questions of strategy and correct 
position that could tear us apart internally or send us 
overall in a wrong direction—a counter-revolutionary 
direction. At the basis of these questions are 
fundamental conceptions of the strategy of the whole 
anti-imperialist struggle, the struggle for socialism. 
We must have an analysis of the main forces and the 
principal contradictions in our struggle. 

The basic perspective of the anti-imperialist 
movement is this: the principal contradiction in the 
world today is between U.S. imperialism and the 
oppressed nations, including the black nation. This 
shapes the class struggle both in these nations and 
within the U. S. itself. Many of the main forces in this 
country which could be brought to oppose the imperialist 
now side with the imperialist against the oppressed 
nation. Therefore a pre-condition of any mass struggle 
against imperialism is winning the people to the support 
of the right to self-determination of oppressed nations. 
The struggle must unite people from all classes and 
sectors of classes that can be united on this basis 
against the imperialists. 

The leading force in this movement, however, must 
eventually be the proletariat if the struggle is to be 
successful and lead to socialism. It is the class which 
has the power to defeat the imperialists, to carry the 
fight through to the establishment of socialism and to 
guard against the resurgence of capitalism. It is the 
only class which in ending its own exploitation must end 
the exploitation of all classes. In order for the 
proletariat to lead, there must be a party that 
represents the interests of the proletariat and has 
a mass base among the proletariat—a Marxist-Leninist 
party. Finally, since it is only the armed might of the 
state which in the last resort maintains the avaricious 
power of the imperialists, there must be armed struggle 
on the part of the people if they are to have victory. 

THE MAIN PRINCIPLES OF STRUGGLE 
pFOR THE REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT 

There are five main ways in which the youth 
movement relates to the anti-imperialist struggle as 
a whole. These are its principles of unity and its 
strategy for action. 

1) The youth movement must build itself into a unified 
fighting force against the imperialists. Given the 
particular oppression of youth under imperialism, it*s 
possible and correct to unite youth from all classes 
into the struggles against imperialism. With the 
escalation of correct anti-imperialist struggles, the 
RYM must bring more and more working class youth 
into its ranks. 

In order for this fighting force to grow from an 
agitational movement to a movement capable of 
destroying imperialism it is essential that the youth 
movement develop an international ideology which holds 
as its essential principles the fight against 
anti-communism, the fight against white supremacy 
and male supremacy, anu the fight for the key role of 
the proletariat. 

2) The revolutionary youth movement can be one of 
the main ways of bringing the anti-imperialist movement 
to the proletariat as a whole. Especially today when 
the white sectors of the proletariat are dominated by 
the bourgeois ideologies of white national chauvinism, 
male chauvinism, anti-communism, the anti-imperialism 
movement must greatly intensify its efforts to win the 
proletariat. Roads to the working class for the youth 
movement are through class-conscious actions against 


imperialist institutions and wars; mobilizing workers 
and working class youth to anti-imperialist struggles 
in the schools, shops, communities, and military; and 
making the anti-imperialist movement understandable to 
the mass of the people by joining in their struggles 
against bosses, oppressive community institutions, city 
government, taxes, the pigs, etc. as a revolutionary 
force. 

WHEN THE GREAT MASS OF THE PROLETARIAT IS 
THE LEADING FORCE OF THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
MOVEMENT, IMPERIALISM IS DOOMED. 

The youth movement to date has been guilty of two 
errors in relation to the proletariat. The attempt to 
hold the struggles of the youth movement to the present 
level of most working class struggles through a 
student-worker alliance is tailism. It denies the leading 
role of youth today in raising the struggles against 
imperialism clearly and militantly. This position 
does not understand the basic principle that the mass 
of the proletariat must link up with the revolutionary 
struggles of Asia, Africa, Latin-Ameriea, and the 
Afro-American people if it is ever to win its freedom. 
It shies away from confrontation, for the most part, 
and does not speak to the v ays in which young people 
feel the crisis in imperialism. 

On the other hand, the denial of the leading role that 
the proletariat must eventually play and the outlook that 
those who are in motion now must be the main force 
leads to adventurism. This leads us to ignore the main 
force in the struggle in our organizing efforts and in 
our ideology. 

Both of these common errors come from a lack of 
faith in the people. Much of the last six months has seen 
the RYM vacillating between the twin errors: tailism 
and adventurism. Sometimes we talk only about the 
international aspects of the struggle, the Vietnamese, 
etc. and say nothing about the class nature of the 
struggles in this country. Sometimes we are so busy 
organizing youth to confront the system that we lose 
sight of articulating clear class issues and doing mass 
work among the working class. On the other hand, 
sometimes we relate well to the struggles of the 
working people—in fights against the tracking system, 
tuition, in strikes, fights against the schools by the 
community, fights against police repression—but fail 
to identify imperialism as the main enemy and 
movements of national liberation as our allies. 

Vacillation is inevitable, but if our understanding of 
the function of the RYM is correct, we will steer a 
course which avoids both tailism and adventurism. 

3) A key aspect of the youth in foment is its struggles 
against white supremacy. Struggles against the white 
supremacist practices of the schools this year have 
fundamentally challenged the basis Qf this decadent, 
oppressive society. We must carry this fight into all 
aspects of our work. 

This fight is key because the main tactics of the 
bourgeoisie in maintaining the effective allegiance of 
the masses of white people to capitalism are relative 
material privileges for some, and a false ideology which 
holds that people of color are inferior. 

Inseparable from the battle against white supremacy 
is the battle against white national chauvinism (the U. S. 
form of oppressor nation chauvinism) which denies the 
right of national liberation and state power to the 
oppressed nations of the world. It has been the 
justification for the imperialist plunder of the world. 
It took the mass of the “peace movement* five years 
to support the victory of the NLF and DRV in Viet Nam 
when victory means the right to self-determination, 
the military gains necessary to defend their land from 
all imperialist powers. The mass of whites in the 
movement now, and throughout the history of the 
movement, have denied Gn fact, if not in words) the 
right of self-determination of the black people, which 
must be defined finally as the right to secession. 

It is an important task of the youth movement to wage 
internal struggle against these so-called revolutionaries 
who counteipose the struggle for socialism to the 
struggle for self-determination of oppressed people. 
They are neither revolutionaries, nor are they 
struggling for socialism. Some of these aatack 
movements of national liberation—such as the 
courageous struggle of the Vietnamese—for not making 
the fight for the dictatorship of the proletariat the basis 
of unity of the liberation struggle. They do not recognize 
the right to self-determination of the Black people, 
saying that they are only super-exploited workers, that 
all nationalism is reactionary. All these are guilty of 
white national chauvinism which amounts to putting the 
intetests of the white ruling class ahead of the interests 
of the working class and the oppressed peoples of all 
countries. 

Others raise the slogan of national liberation, but 
deny the possibility of liberation before the 
establishment of socialism in the mother country, 
or equate the national liberation struggle with the fight 
for socialism in the whole country. These do not 
understand the basic principle that it is the task of 
socialists in the mother country to defend the right and 
possibility of separation and secession while it is the 
task of socialists in the colony to fight for socialism. 
In the white movement we must raise the slogan of 
self-determination, and chauvinistically equate it with 
the fight for socialism in the whole country. This does 
not deny that, because of the dual role of black workers 
in the mother country (both colonized and exploited as 
an internal work force), these black workers can play 
the leading role in the fight for socialism. It is only 
to say that the fight for the right of self-determination 
of the black people is a pre-condition to any kind of 







* * New Left Notes July 8, 1969 9 

socia5Isn^!rtiIi^oun5yr™* , * — ^ 

that can respond to the specific repressive attacks 
against the people and the movement* 


4) Further division and control of the proletariat 
has been effected through the ideology and practice of 
male supremacy* Male supremacy has arisen out of 
the relation of women to the means of production in 
society: that of unpaid necessary social labor in the 
maintenance and reproduction of the labor force as a 
reserve army of labor used to keep down wages in 
general* Thus women are all degraded as sexual objects 
and are super-exploited: paid lower wages and denied 
access to the skills and trades for men. 

The youth movement must fight against the male 
supremacist structure of this decadent society and the 
manifestations of this in the superstructure. We must 
raise and join women’s struggles throughout the working 
class and pay particular attention to the fight against 
male supremacy within our own ranks. Our task is to 
enlist women into the struggle against imperialism and 
the fight for the right to self-determination of all 
oppressed nations. 

The youth movement will not only be in the leading 
ranks of the armed struggle, but it can now begin to 
prepare the people for the necessity of armed struggle, 
supporting armed self-defense on the part of all 
oppressed people, explaining the nature of the state, 
and supporting peoples war. 

5) The youth movement can play a role in the 
development of a party by fighting anti-communism, 
developing communist ideology, and taking communist 
ideology to the mass of the people. 

PROGRAM OF THE RYM 

1. Anti-imperialist program in the schools 

The function of the schools under capitalism is the 
preparation of an ideological army for imperialism. 
This preparation is accomplished through 1) courses 
designed to perpetuate anti-communist, white national 
chauvinist, and anti - working class ideology; 

2) a “tracking* system based on maintaining class 
and colonial division within society which exemplifies 
and reinforces this ideology; 3) a grading system which 
promotes individual competition and the myth of “getting 
ahead”; and 4) a rigid system of discipline to penalize 
and smash any challenge or deviation from this 
bourgeois line. 

Our objective is to turn the school into its opposite. 
We will attempt to turn out of the schools an army of 
youth to fight against imperialism. To do this we 
challenge the function of universities in training, 
research, and recruiting for corporations and for the 
military. We challenge racist admissions and 
curriculums with the slogan Open Them Up Or Close 
Them Down. We attack the track system in the high 
schools and community colleges and all other forms of 
maintaining class and colonial structure like flunkouts, 
tuition increases etc. We demand that the schools serve 
the community, that the schools be made relevant to 
the needs of the community. 

A major ideological trend within the movement that 
we have to combat is “student power” which demands 
participation of the students in making and enforcing 
the rules or operation of the schools. We already have 
the power to change the school because we can shut it 
down if it doesn’t change. We are not interested in 
establishing meaningless committees or diverting 
ourselves from the main object of our struggle. 

Our program: 

A. 1. End to tracking 

2. No flunkouts or disciplinary expulsions 

3. Open admissions for all black and brown students 

4. The teaching of the true history and social 
conditions of this decadent, imperialist society 

5. A real understanding of communism and of 
movements of national liberation 

6. End to male supremacy in the teaching of 
classes, the content of courses, and the “tracking” of 
women into secondary roles and employment 

7. A guarantee of decent employment for youth 
who are not given the chance of higher education. 

B. 1. We support employees in their struggles to 
extract a better life in return for their work in the 
schools. 

2. We join in the struggles to make the schools 
provide day care centers, liw income housing, cultural 
youth centers, etc. for the surrounding community. 

3. We will attack the existence of military training 
and research programs, police institutes, etc. in the 
schools and stop their functioning by any means 
necessary. 

4. We will attack the imperialist functions of the 
university for its programs of university expansion etc. 

C. We will give special support for black and brown 
student demands, because their demands challenge the 
key feature in imperialist institutions today: the 
oppression of black and brown peoples and the attempt 
to win white people to the support of that oppression 
through the offering of white-skin privileges. We 
support the 10 point program of the Black Panther Party 
on the campuses. 

D. Just as we must attack the schools for their 
imperialist oppression and exploitation, so we must 
recruit youth from the schools to join with non-student 
struggles against f other institutions in building a strong 


2. Roads to the Working Class 

We will never be able to destroy U.S. imperialism 
unless the proletariat—white, brown, and black—is 
brought solidly into the anti-imperialist movement. 

A) In order to bring the anti-imperialist movement 
to the working class we must understand clearly that 
imperialism is not in the interests of the mass of the 
working class, because it leads again and again to 
crisis with its unemployment, inflation, high taxes, bad 
working conditions, and the day to day exploitation of 
the wage worker. 

B) We must recruit more and more working class 
youth into the struggle by continuing and intensifying 
our organization within working class high schools and 
junior colleges. 

C) We must go into shops, plants, hospitals, farm 
work, etc. not only for summer “work in* programs, 
but more and more of us should be making long-term 
commitments to live and work among the proletariat. 

D) We must link up students involved . in 
anti-imperialist struggles against the schools with 
community groups fighting against the immediate 
institutions of oppression: hospitals, churches, urban 
renewal programs, pigs, etc. The anti-imperialist youth 
movement must serve the people. That means it must 
enter into the struggles of the people and help them 
to win. Especially, SDS should work closely with 
non-student youth groups in their fights against the 
police and courts. Many of us will leave school to live 
and work among these youth groups, developing the 
principles of the anti-imperialist youth movement. 

E) Serving the people means giving material simport 
to the many militant, strikes and wildcats. In doing this 
we must attack the employer—the corporation or 
company—on an anti-imperialist basis whenever 
possible. The boycott against Standard Oil during the 
Richmond strike is a good example: give support on 
the picket line and in the boycott, but raise 
the anti-imperialist aspect of the struggle against 
Standard Oil. 

The priority of the youth movement does not mean 
that we refuse support for most strikes and wildcats 
because they are not “conscious” enough for our liking. 
This is an elitist and uncommunist attitude that falls 
away when we realize the ultimate importance of the 
proletariat in the anti-imperialist struggles. Neither 
does this priority give the excuse for paying more 
attention to faction fighting over slogans of support 
than to aiding the strike. 

Just as the main way in which white workers are 
confronted with the anti-imperialist struggle is through 
the struggles for self-determination of Afro-American 
workers, so the stand of the strike or wildcat on issues 
of white supremacy should be the key in determining 
our attitude toward the strike. If the strike is clearly 
a racist strike—like the New York teachers strike 
against the demands of black people—then we should 
oppose it. 

F) We must take our movement to the youth in the 
military by going into the armed services and 
contributing our support to the anti-imperialist 
movement which already exists among the GIs. 

3) Relationship of the Revolutionary Youth Movement 
to the Struggles of Black and Brown People 

The struggle for self-determination of Afro-American 
and Puerto Rican people is the principal anti-imperialist 
struggle we can relate to. We must support and follow 
their leadership in their actions against the imperialists; 
and at all times fight white supremacy through demands 
for black and Latin equality, and national 
self-determination whether the black and brown people 
on our campuses, in shops, and in the community are 


Some people argue that 1) black and brown people 
will become “middle class” if they get into the schools, 
and 2) that community control fights are bad because 
they give people the illusion that “real power” could 
be won while the imperialists hold state power. Only 
the height of white chauvinism could think the first 
when one sees the militancy and political content of 
so many black student struggles today and through the 
history of the sixties. And only academic Trotskyists 
could refuse to join a progressive fight of the people 
because it could be co-opted. State power is the only 
non-cooptable demand. 

We will try to win the mass of people to siq>port of 
the black and brown people’s right to arm in self-defense 
against the military occupation of their communities. 

We must mobilize to defend the black and brown 
movements which are now under so heavy an attack 
by the power structure. And we must take that defense 
to the mass of the working people in whatever way we 
can. 

4) The Fight Against Male Supremacy 

The structure of male supremacy in this society— 
in employment, social, and political institutions—and 
the ideology of male chauvinism is one of the chief 
barriers to unity in the fight against imperialism. 
In order to bring an end to the unjust treatment of 
women now and in the socialist society, and to unite 
all in our fighting force, we must wage a vigorous attack 
on male supremacy both inside and outside the 
movement. In particular we must carry the fight against 
male supremacy to working women, encouraging them 
and joining in the fight to meet their needs, such as 
day care centers, equal employment, humane abortion 
laws, and access to higher education. Within the 
movement, the fight must be waged by purging the 
movement of male chauvinist attitudes, and encouraging 
the leadership of women. As with other oppressed 
peoples, women must form their own independent 
groupings and caucuses within revolutionary 
organizations in order to ensure that the struggle is 
carried through. 

5) Repression: The Heightening of the Contradictions 

To be attacked by the enemy is not a bad thing but 
a good thing. That the bourgeoisie finds it necessary 
to attack the movement shows their weakness. 
If imperialism was not a decaying society their ideology 
would be sufficient to hold the masses passive. However 
the war, high taxes, unemployment, etc. clearly show 
the failures of capitalism to meet the peoples' needs. 

To pull back from our work with the masses would 
be exactly the result desired by the bourgeoisie. They 
have escalated their attack on the movement, and the 
only way to beat that attack is to carry through a 
strategy for winning the war against the bourgeoisie, 
and ultimately defeating imperialism. 

Therefore our essential program to fight repressiom 
is to carry through the program of the Revolutionary 
Youth Movement to reach out to the masses,particularly 
the proletariat, and to serve the needs of the people. 

In addition, we must use all the means available to us 
as a means to prevent the leading elements of the 
movement such as the BPP and individual leaders from 
being imprisoned or killed. 

While courts are still available to us as a means of 
defense, we should use them to the fullest extent, using 
the opportunity each time we appear in court to make 
clear the political nature of the police, courts, and 
attacks on individuals. 

In addition we must be prepared to defend ourselves 
by whatever means necessary when the courts can't 
serve even the minimal protection they now provide. 
We must become skilled in the use of weapons and be 

(continued on Page 10) 
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even more RYM! 

(continued from Page 9) 

prepared to use them to defend ourselves if attacked. 
We must also prepare ourselves by securing our offices 
and homes to prevent them from confiscating important 
files and materials. 

As the armed might of the state comes down on the 
people and the movement as it has done recently in 
Greensboro, Berkeley, and hundreds of other places 
in the black and brown communities, we must respond 
by preparing the people for armed self-defense and 
eventually for armed struggle. 

Armed attacks by the state must be used by the 
movement to explain to the people the necessity of 
arming for self-defense and the nature of the state. 
We must take every opportunity to explain that the state 
cannot be challenged except through revolutionary 
violence. This is its nature. 

We must also fight against laws which are passed 
to disarm the people. While right wing groups are 
arming under the protection of fascist city pigs, it is 
increasingly difficult for the mass of people to obtain 
arms. The disarming of the people is the first stage of 
fascism. 

The most important response to repression must be 
the extension of our ongoing programs in the schools, 
shops, and communities. The movement is being 
attacked now because it is taking up the issues of the 
people against imperialism. Our only protection is to 
continue our programs among the people, adding to them 
where possible programs of defense against repression. 
No sector of the population is in a state of armed 
struggle, and we will only win the people to the necessity 
of armed struggle through increasing and intensifying 
our political work. 

6 ) Step Up the Movement to Defend Struggles for 
National Liberation 

It is part of our function as a revolutionary youth 


movement to help build mass struggle against 
imperialist attacks on movements of national liberation 
and (mi communist countries. We must attempt to build 
this movement among all classes and sectors* 
especially among the working class. 

We call for mass militant actions around the country 
linking the fight against imperialist aggression in Viet 
Nam with the fight against imperialist repression of 
black and Puerto Rican liberation struggles, and the 
movement within this country. Such an action could take 
place in September in Chicago around the trial of Bobby 
Seale, and the other seven indicted for last year's 
anti-war action. Other actions would include local 
demonstrations, student strikes, and work stoppages. 
We must build for these actions through mass work 
in working class communities, in shops, and in schools. 
We must attempt to build city-wide collectives of people 
working in all three areas around this program. These 
collectives can be a great leap forward in building a. 


city-wide anti-imperialist movement. 

7) Develop Revolutionary Ideology and Organization 
in Our Work 

We must take seriously the job of helping to build the 
communist party. There is no such communist party 
which exists today, no party which both represents the 
interests of the proletariat and has any mass base 
among the proletariat. There are things which we can do 
to help prepare for it. 

We must study revolutionary principles of organization 
as Lenin, Mao, and others have written about them, 
develop collective methods of work and decision-making, 
and fight anti-communism along with elitism, 
manipulation, and individualism. 

Finally the principles of Marxism-Leninism must be 
talked about openly in all our mass work and 
anti-communism taken on at every step. 




By doing this, we could increase the 
pressure on the company and also bring 
some valuable lessons to the student 
movement. Support of the strike would 
raise three central issues which the 
student movement must deal with as it 
expands into the working class. First, 
students would have to relate to 
workers struggles in a class conscious 
way. Those who bought at the store 
would be scabbing as much as the 
students who now work at the 
warehouse, and this could be brought 
home to them. Students are being 
exploited because of the near monopoly 
over textbook distribution and high used 
and new textbook costs. Students have 
the choice of fighting against the 
workers* struggle for higher wages 
(the company may use it as an excuse 
to raise book costs) or refusing to side 
with the bosses and siding with the 
workers. Second, students could be 
educated about male supremacy, its 
material basis, its role in dividing the 
working class, and the importance of 
the fight for women's equality. It is 
clear that the struggles of black women 
are in the forefront of the struggles 
of revolutionary women for liberation, 
and we must support them. Although 
there are problems with supporting 
strikes based on wage demands made 
by highly skilled white workers, in this 
strike the fight against white supremacy 
and male supremacy has taken on the 
form of desperately needed wage 
increases and should be siqpported. 
And third, the strike raises the issues 
of the need for fighting white 
supremacy. Although there are only a 
small number of whites in production 
at Follett's, they have joined with the 
black workers in demanding equal pay 
for equal work for blacks and whites. 
The student scabs could become part of 
an international working class movement 
only by the rejection of the skin 
privilege that allows them to scab. 

Follett retail stores are located in 
Chicago (six stores), Champaign, and 
Elgin, Illinois; Benton Harbor, Ann 
Arbor, and Dearborn, Michigan; West 
Lafayette, Hammond, Indianapolis, and 
Westville, Indiana; Oxford and Athens, 
Ohio; Minneapolis and Saint Paul, 
Minnesota; Whittier and Mission Viejo, 
California, and Pullman, Washington. 
People interested in boycott activity 
who are located in any of these areas 
should contact the Labor Defense 
Committee, 248-8169 or 227-2999, or 
the SDS Regional Office, 641-0932. 
People should not begin boycott activity 
. until they have contacted. Chicago people 


demand cuts directly at die 
supremacist policies of the Folletts, 
for it would go a long way toward 
making differential wages impossible. 
The third demand is for union 
protection, that is, for an agency shop 
in which all new employees would have 
to either join the union or at least pay 
union dues. Present employees would be 
given a choice to join the union or not. 
The company offered to accept this deal 
when the union was demanding a union 
shop, but they have since backed out. 

Folletts has tried both with scabs and 
with pigs to break the strike. The scabs 
are mostly white, male, students, 
children of suburban friends of the 
owners. The company has not hired 
enough of them to replace all the 
workers (though even if they did, 
Teamster trucks still are not crossing 
the line, so it would do little good). 
July and^ August are Follett's crucial 
production months. They clean up used 
textbooks, send them off to their campus 
outlets, and sell them at up to 400% 
markups in September. They also fill 
the bulk of their new textbook sales 
orders now. If the scabs are able to 
keep Follett's production schedule at 
its normal summer pace, Follett's may 
find a way to ship them. The strike 
will be prolonged and may be lost 
by this. The scabs also keep pressure 
on the workers and hurt morale. The 
police have been very much in evidence 
since June 30 when they busted nine 
strikers for picketing “too close* to 
the building. This was changed to 
disorderly conduct charges when no 
such law could be found to apply to 
factories. 

The Chicago Labor Defense 
Committee and Chicago Regional SDS 
have been relating to the strike in two 
ways. First, we go down to the lines 
in the morning to deal with the scabs. 
We have persuaded a few (mainly black 
students) to find other jobs, but the 
kids from the suburbs apparently are 
not to be persuaded by words. Still, 
we have forced the company to turn to 
Manpower (a day labor agency) for 
scabs, a sign of some desperation. 

We have also beert setting up 
informational pickets at the Follett's 
outlets in this area with a leaflet 
explaining the conditions and the issues, 
and asking people not to buy until the 
strike is settled. In some places, we 
have cut very significantly into the 
company's business. 

Some of us have been discussing with 
the workers the possibility of expanding 
the boycott activity . to other , cities. 


FOLLETT'S ON STRIKE 

by Jim Pinney and Harriet Stulman 

“Follett is a racist! * *No more scabs 
inside our factory! * These shouts have 
been yelled at scabs every morning 
from 6 a.m. on for the last two weeks 
by workers on strike against Follett’s, 
a Chicago campus textbook firm. 130 
workers out of a total of 133 in 
production are striking to force 
Follett's to recognize their union and 
bargain with them in good faith. And 
every morning the Follett family is out 
in front like plantation bosses 
welcoming their scabs by name and 
urging people to cross the picket line. 

The backbone of the strike is black 
women who are the mainstay of the 
firm's production and clerical forces. 
There are only five white workers in 
production; 70 % are black women. 
In practice, Fdllett’s has always used 
white supremacy and male supremacy 
to keep its labor force at the lowest 
possible wages and in conflict among 
themselves. Most black women, 
including some who have worked 
as long as 20 years there, are making 
between $1.60 and $1.80 an hour in 
production. The lack of a job 
classification system and uniform pay 
scales allows Follett's to regularly pay 
women less than men and black people 
leas than white people for the same 
work. The wage differences often go 
as high as 50C an hour for people 
working right alongside each other. 
Often black workers will be training 
whites who are already making more 
than they are. 

The struggle at Follett's has been 
going on for 3 1/2 years. Follett's was 
ordered to recognize and bargain with 
the Retail, Wholesale, Department Store 
Employees International Union as the 
workers* bargaining representative last 
November. But Follett's has always 
bargained in bad faith; the workers had 
no recourse but to go out on strike. 
Even now, three weeks after the strike 
began, the company has sent in 
negotiators who are powerless to make 
decisions. 

The strikers are demanding higher 
wages, wage equalization, and union 
rights, "hey want a minimum starting 
pay of $1.90 and a 25<i an hour 
across-the-: ^ard increase retroactive 
to November 1968. They also want a 
job classification and wage equalization 
system. The workers are demanding 
that whoever works in the same iob— 
black or white, male or female, young 
or old—be paid the same wages. This 
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THE BLACK 
PANTHER PARTY 
CALLS 
FOR 
A 

UNITED FRONT 
AGAINST 
FASCISM 


by Clayton Van Lydegraf 

The Black Panther Party has 
called for a “United Front'Against 
Fascism”... 

Every man, woman or child de¬ 
humanized by the “culture” of 
imperialism has to be anti-fascist. 
Probably 90% of the people in the 
U.S. including many employed in 
Institutions which serve imperial¬ 
ism would call themselves anti¬ 
fascist. 

But not enough people oppose 
fascism in action, where it counts. . 

Police terror and assassination 
in the Black communities with. 
double violence and brutal sen¬ 
tences in the courts for leaders of 
the Black Panther Party are fas¬ 
cism in action. B52 bombers and 
napalm in Vietnam are fascism in . 
action. So are raids on student 
activitists. 

The address of fascist head¬ 
quarters is not Berlin, Rome, or 
Tokyo. It is imperialism, U.S.A. 

It is White Supremacy, New York, 
Seattle, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Birmingham. Miami. It stalkswith 
U.S. and U.N. mercenary pigs in 
the Congo; it rides pig jets against 
Arabs in the Middle East. Porte- 
guese fascism in Angola and apar¬ 
theid in South Africa depend upon 
U.S. patronage. At home, northern 
and southern pigs occupy ghettoes 
and parks with equal ferocity. 

The system has been trying to 
colonize the world with fire, 
bombs, guns and knives for en¬ 
forcement and with bribes of 
whisky, rice, money and favors for 
traitors like the generals in Saigon 
and the scabby labor elite and other 
uncle tom performers at home. 

The only cure for this national 
and global plague is the death of 
U S imperialism. Black revol¬ 
utionaries and young people are be¬ 
ginning to learn in the same school. 
All together f more people in more 
places are uniting to defeat fascism 
and end imperialism. 

Black liberation fighters are 
being joined by Brown and Red and 
young mother country white peo¬ 
ple to tend to the urgent business 
of resisting by any means neces¬ 
sary The rest of the people who 
also hate fascism could neverthe¬ 
less be forced or sucked into be¬ 
coming camp followers or labor 
battalions for the pig troops 
unless they decide right off to 
support the brothers and sisters 
who are already fighting to create 
the peoples army which will de¬ 
feat the pig army. 

Harass the pigs; give them no 
rest. Empty the jails and force 
the courts to free our people. Let 
the fascists and the pigs and 
hanging judges know that they are 
the ones whom the people will 
punish. Defend the drafted G.I’s 
who krow already how to turn their 
servitude as mercenaries against 
the fascist brass and the fascist 
bosses of the brass. 

Defend our fighters in every 
legal way but support them un¬ 
conditionally. Make life miserable 
for enemies of the peoples--every 
fascist act must cost the system 
double and triple. 

To defend our right to live free 
from fascist terror, weha veto take 
up the fight against imperialism as 
our own battle. Mother country 
whites must also fight to liberate 
all U S. occupied territory abroad 
and at home- -we cannot spare our¬ 
selves in defending the victims of 
oppression- - No one can be free in a 
country which enslaves others. 


At the National Council meeting we voted to support and attend the United Front 
Against Fascism conference called by the Panthers in Oakland July 18-21. We are also 
encouraging all members of SDS to attend the conference. All National OfficerSj including 
members of the NIC, are required to attend. 

All SDS people going to the conference should call the NO and let us know you are 
going to be there. We will attempt to have one or two separate sessions of SDS people 
to discuss the politics of the conference, to formulate strategy, and especially to talk 
about how we are going to move coming out of the conference, including the National 
Action. 


REGISTRATION FORM 


OFFICIAL 


B.P.P. AND I.L.S. 


READ THOROUGHLY 


REGISTRATION FORM 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE for A united front against fascism in America 


OAKLAND, CALIF. JULY 18th. 19th. 20th. 21st 

FR1. SAT. SUN. MON. 


4 DONATION REGISTRATION FEES TO ATTEND CONFERENCE 
Jgf ADVANCE 

REGISTRATION POSTMARK MIDNIGHT SAT. JULY 12th.........$4.00 dollars 

jflV REGISTRATION FEE AFTER 12 a # m«, SAT., JULY 12th___ $6.00 dollars 


UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED OF CHANGE 
JCHECK IN CENTER IS THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS' 

3106 SHATTUCK AVENUE, BERKELEY, CALIF. 94705 PH. fell5) 845 0103 , 845 0104 

JP CHECK IN TIME STARTS JULY 17th , THURSDAY, 9:00a.m. THROUGH FRIDAY, 

5:00p.m. CONFERENCE STARTS FRIDAY EVENING, JULY 18th AT 7:00 p.m. 

SHARP. 

JB WE SUGGEST TO ALL PEOPLE. REPRESENTATIVES AND PARTIES 
OF ORGANIZATIONS TO TRY AND ARRIVE EARLY AS POSSIBLE, STARTING 
THRUSDAY MORNING JULY 17th 9»00a.m. SO ALL PEOPLE CAN BE PROPERLY 
ASSISTED IN GETTING HOUSING, AND OTHER NECESSARY INFORMATION THAT 
MANY THOUSANDS WILL NEED TO KNOW FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONFERENCE. 


t 


RETAIN THIS SECTION 


J 


PLEASE CHECK 
ALL RELEVENT 
SQUARES 


REMEMBER REGISTRATION NO. 

J CUT HERE RETAIN THIS PART BIOI 

CUT ALONG HERE_^ MAIL THIS SECTION OF REGISTRATION 

WITH $4.00 DOLLAR MONEY ORDER TO B.P.P. 
U.F.A.F. CONFERENCE HEDQS, 3106 SHATTUCK AVE 

BERKELEY .CALIF., 94705 


Enclosed is registration donation fee plus a donation $ 


I am coming to the conference for a UNITED FRONT AGAINST FASCISM IN 
AMERICA ---- 


HOUSING « 


I will NOT need housing arrangements • 
n I WILL need housing arrangements. 


CL Other members of my organization mil also attend. How many? _ 

□_ Enclosed is my advance $4.00 Dollar registration donation fee. 


I enclose $ 


f | FRWT AGAINST FASCISM. 


to help with the cost of the conference for a UNITED 


□ 


Please send registration blanks, for other people in my organization . Send 
publicity materials etc . so that I may aid the conference by duplicating and 




CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION NO. 

" 

NAME 


BIOI 


ZIP 

CODE. 

please: print 

STREET ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 

HOME 

PHONE ORGANIZATION 



NON 

ORGANIZATION 

PLEASE PRINT 

PHONE ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 

MAIL THIS REG. FORM 

WITH REG, DONATION FEE 

OF $4.00 (please send money order) 

TO 

B.P.P. U.F.A.F. CONFERENCE HdqtrS 
3106 SHATTUCK AVE. 

BERKELEY. CALIF. 94705 
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UNITED FRONT 
AGAINST lu 
FASCISM 1 


OAKLAND CALIFORNIA 
JULY 18,19, 20, 


UP TO 6PM d!i 

nights era 

AFTER 6 PM LCJ 
mw mono am we* 


FASCISM THE POWER OF FINANCE CAPITAL ITSELF 


THIS CONFERENCE FOR A UNITED FRONT AGAINST FASCISM IS CALLED BY 

THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY. 


THE FREEDOM OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND POLITICAL FREEDOM FOR ALL PROLETARIAN 
TYPE ORGANIZATIONS, THE FREEDOM AND POLITICAL WORK OF ALL STUDENTS, FARMERS, 
WORKERS, AND THE LUMPEN MUST BE DEVELOPED INTO A NATIONAL FORCE, A FRONT WHICH 
ANSWERS THE BASIC DESIRES AND NEEDS OF ALL PEOPLE IN FASCIST, CAPITALISTIC, RACIST 
AMERICA. PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WILL BE COMMUNITY CONTROL OF POLICE TO END FASCISM. 


IN OAKLAND CALIFORNIA, JULY 18, 19, 20 & 21st REPRESENTATIVES FROM AROUND THE COUN¬ 
TIES OF ALL ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTING THE PEOPLE. SOME 5,000 OR MORE REPRESEN¬ 
TATIVES WILL DEVELOP A UNITED FRONT AGAINST FASCISM. HEADQUARTERS BLACK PAN¬ 
THER PARTY OFFICE, 3106 SHATTUCK AVE., BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, 845-0103 OR 845-0104, 


POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
PANTHER POWER TO THE VANGUARD 


(SEE PAGE 11 FOR REGISTRATION FORM) 






